Pepper Spray Laws & State Restrictions

These are the pepper spray laws we are aware of. However, we do not guarantee that they are
up to date, and we are not lawyers.

Pepper spray is legal in all 50 US states, however there are certain laws and restrictions in
some states which restrict sizes, strength, and how you obtain them.

We did our best to go through all the pepper spray laws on the books for all US States.

Ultimately, it’s your responsibility to ascertain the legality of pepper spray in your area before
you purchase.

So, what are the pepper spray laws in your state? See below.

State Is pepper spray legal?
Legal. We have searched the Alabama penal code and have not found any laws
Alabama that prohibit individuals from carrying or using pepper spray devices. It is legal

to buy, use, carry and ship to Alabama.*

Legal with restrictions. Section 11.81.900 (b)(20) defines “defensive weapon”
as “***a device to dispense Mace or a similar chemical agent, that is not
designed to cause death or serious physical injury”. Section 11.61.210 (a)(6)
prohibits the sale of a defensive weapon to a person under 18 years of age. Such
a defensive weapon cannot be possessed in a school without permission of
certain school authorities, unless the person is 21 years of age or older.

Legal. We have searched the Arizona penal code and have not found any laws
Arizona that prohibit individuals from carrying or using pepper spray devices. It is legal
to buy, use, carry and ship to Arizona.*

Legal with restrictions. Section 5.73.124 makes the possession of tear gas or
pepper spray illegal. However, it is legal to possess “**a small container of tear

Arkansas gas or pepper spray to be used for self-defense purposes only, but the capacity
of the cartridge or container shall not exceed one hundred fifty cubic
centimeters (150cc)”, which equals about 5 ounces.

Legal with restrictions. Section 12403-7 restricts the canister size to 2.5
California ounces, and must be in aerisol form, no projectiles. Sale to a minor is
prohibited.

Legal. We have searched the Colorado penal code and have not found any laws
Colorado that prohibit individuals from carrying or using pepper spray devices. It is legal
to buy, use, carry and ship to Colorado.*

Alaska


http://www.akleg.gov/basis/statutes.asp#11.81.900
http://www.akleg.gov/basis/statutes.asp#11.61.210
https://www.dps.arkansas.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Weapons_Possession_and_Use_Code_5-73-101_thru_133_December_2019.pdf
https://supremedefense.com/articles/is-pepper-spray-legal-in-california
https://lawlink.com/research/codes/29/detail/96265/california-penal-code-section-12403-7
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Is pepper spray legal?
Legal. We have searched the Connecticut penal code and have not found any

laws that prohibit individuals from carrying or using pepper spray devices. It is
legal to buy, use, carry and ship to Connecticut.*

Legal. We have searched the Delaware penal code and have not found any laws
that prohibit individuals from carrying or using pepper spray devices. It is legal
to buy, use, carry and ship to Delaware.*

Legal with restrictions. Section 790-001 restricts the canister size to 2 ounces.

Legal. We have searched the Georgia penal code and have not found any laws
that prohibit individuals from carrying or using pepper spray devices. It is legal
to buy, use, carry and ship to Georgia.*

Legal with restrictions. Section 41-37-3 restricts the canister size to 1/2 ounce,
and there are licensing requirements. Must be 18 yrs or older.

Legal. We have searched the Idaho penal code and have not found any laws
that prohibit individuals from carrying or using pepper spray devices. It is legal
to buy, use, carry and ship to Idaho.*

Legal. Section 720 ILCS 5/24 allows use of a product “**containing a non-
lethal noxious liquid gas or substance designed solely for personal defense
carried by a person 18 years of age or older”. It is legal to buy, use, carry, and
ship to Illinois.*

Legal. We have searched the Indiana penal code and have not found any laws
that prohibit individuals from carrying or using pepper spray devices. It is legal
to buy, use, carry, and ship to Indiana.*

Legal. We have searched the lowa penal code and have not found any laws that
prohibit individuals from carrying or using pepper spray devices. It is legal to
buy, use, carry, and ship to lowa.*

Legal. We have searched the Kansas penal code and have not found any laws
that prohibit individuals from carrying or using pepper spray devices. It is legal
to buy, use, carry, and ship to Kansas.*

Legal. We have searched the Kentucky penal code and have not found any laws
that prohibit individuals from carrying or using pepper spray devices. It is legal
to buy, use, carry, and ship to Kentucky.*

Legal. We have searched the Louisiana penal code and have not found any
laws that prohibit individuals from carrying or using pepper spray devices. It is
legal to buy, use, carry, and ship to Louisiana.*

Legal. We have searched the Maine penal code and have not found any laws
that prohibit individuals from carrying or using pepper spray devices. It is legal
to buy, use, carry, and ship to Maine.*

Legal. We have searched the Maryland penal code and have not found any laws
that prohibit individuals from carrying or using pepper spray devices. It is legal
to buy, use, carry, and ship to Maryland.*

Legal with restrictions. Section 122C restricts the sale or possession of pepper
spray to anyone less than 18 years old — unless they have a valid firearms 1D



http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=0700-0799/0790/Sections/0790.001.html
https://www.honolulu.gov/rep/site/ocs/roh/ROH_Chapter_41a26-43.pdf
https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs4.asp?DocName=072000050HArt%2E+24&ActID=1876&ChapterID=53&SeqStart=68200000&SeqEnd=71400000
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleXX/Chapter140/Section122c
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Is pepper spray legal?
card. Must be purchased from a licensed firearms dealer in MA. Massachusetts
residents can purchase Animal Pepper Spray devices online.

Legal with restrictions. Michigan Penal Code 750.224d restricts the size of a
pepper spray canister to “not more than 35 grams” (1/20z), and “not more than
18% oleoresin capsicum.”, or 1.4% MC. See our Michigan Legal Pepper
Sprays.

Legal. We have searched the Minnesota penal code and have not found any
laws that prohibit individuals from carrying or using pepper spray devices. It is
legal to buy, use, carry, and ship to Minnesota.*

Legal. We have searched the Mississippi penal code and have not found any
laws that prohibit individuals from carrying or using pepper spray devices. It is
legal to buy, use, carry, and ship to Mississippi.*

Legal. We have searched the Missouri penal code and have not found any laws
that prohibit individuals from carrying or using pepper spray devices. It is legal
to buy, use, carry, and ship to Missouri.*

Legal. We have searched the Montana penal code and have not found any laws
that prohibit individuals from carrying or using pepper spray devices. It is legal
to buy, use, carry, and ship to Montana.*

Legal. We have searched the Nebraska penal code and have not found any laws
that prohibit individuals from carrying or using pepper spray devices. It is legal
to buy, use, carry, and ship to Nebraska.*

Legal with restrictions. Nevada Code NRS 202.370 restricts the size tear gas
canister to “not more than 2 fluid ounces”. Pepper spray is exempt.

Legal. We have searched the New Hampshire penal code and have not found
any laws that prohibit individuals from carrying or using pepper spray devices.
It is legal to buy, use, carry, and ship to New Hampshire.*

Legal with restrictions. New Jersey Code N.J.S.2C:39-5 restricts the size of a
pepper spray canister to .75 ounces or less. Must not have been convicted of a
felony.

Legal. We have searched the New Mexico penal code and have not found any
laws that prohibit individuals from carrying or using pepper spray devices. It is
legal to buy, use, carry, and ship to New Mexico.*

Legal with restrictions. Section 265.20 of NYS Penal Law restricts the sale or
possession of pepper spray to anyone less than 18 years old, and anyone
convicted of a felony. Must be purchased from a licensed dealer in NY. New
York residents can purchase Animal Pepper Spray devices online.

Legal with restrictions. North Carolina Penal Code Section 14-401.6 restricts
the possession of tear gas or pepper spray canisters to less than 150 cubic
centimeters, or 5 ounces, and to anyone convicted of a felony.

Legal. We have searched the North Dakota penal code and have not found any
laws that prohibit individuals from carrying or using pepper spray devices. It is
legal to buy, use, carry, and ship to North Dakota.*



https://supremedefense.com/animal-repellents
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(d1vogfcmoqamyz0hi5euyp33))/mileg.aspx?page=GetObject&objectname=mcl-750-224d
https://supremedefense.com/michigan-approved-pepper-spray
https://supremedefense.com/michigan-approved-pepper-spray
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/nrs-202.html#NRS202Sec370
https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/PL18/39_.PDF
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/laws/PEN/265.20
https://supremedefense.com/animal-repellents
https://www.ncleg.gov/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/BySection/Chapter_14/GS_14-401.6.pdf
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Is pepper spray legal?
Legal. We have searched the Ohio penal code and have not found any laws that

prohibit individuals from carrying or using pepper spray devices. It is legal to
buy, use, carry, and ship to Ohio.*

Legal. We have searched the Oklahoma penal code and have not found any
laws that prohibit individuals from carrying or using pepper spray devices. It is
legal to buy, use, carry, and ship to Oklahoma.*

Legal. We have searched the Oregon penal code and have not found any laws
that prohibit individuals from carrying or using pepper spray devices. It is legal
to buy, use, carry, and ship to Oregon.*

Legal. We have searched the Pennsylvania penal code and have not found any
laws that prohibit individuals from carrying or using pepper spray devices. It is
legal to buy, use, carry, and ship to Pennsylvania.*

Legal with restrictions. Rhode Island General Law 11-47-57 restricts the
possession of pepper spray to persons of 18 years of age or more.*

Legal with restrictions. South Carolina General Law 16-23-470 restricts tear
gas canister size to less than 50 cubic centimeters. This does not apply to
pepper spray that does not contain tear gas.*

Legal. We have searched the South Dakota penal code and have not found any
laws that prohibit individuals from carrying or using pepper spray devices. It is
legal to buy, use, carry, and ship to South Dakota.*

Legal. We have searched the Tennessee penal code and have not found any
laws that prohibit individuals from carrying or using pepper spray devices. It is
legal to buy, use, carry, and ship to Tennessee.*

Legal. We have searched the Texas penal code and have not found any laws
that prohibit individuals from carrying or using pepper spray devices. It is legal
to buy, use, carry, and ship to Texas.*

Legal. We have searched the Utah penal code and have not found any laws that
prohibit individuals from carrying or using pepper spray devices. It is legal to
buy, use, carry, and ship to Utah.*

Legal. We have searched the Vermont penal code and have not found any laws
that prohibit individuals from carrying or using pepper spray devices. It is legal
to buy, use, carry, and ship to Vermont.*

Legal. We have searched the Virginia penal code and have not found any laws
that prohibit individuals from carrying or using pepper spray devices. It is legal
to buy, use, carry, and ship to Virginia.*

Legal with restrictions. Washington Code Section RCW 9.91.160 explicitly
authorizes the sale and use of “personal protection spray devices” such as
“mace, pepper mace, or pepper gas”. There is an age restriction to persons age
18 and older, or 14 with a parent or guardian’s permission.

Legal. We have searched the West Virginia penal code and have not found any
laws that prohibit individuals from carrying or using pepper spray devices. It is
legal to buy, use, carry, and ship to West Virginia.*



https://www.lawserver.com/law/state/rhode-island/ri-laws/rhode_island_general_laws_11-47-57#:~:text=Any%20person%20eighteen%20(18)%20years,any%20other%20purpose%20shall%20be
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/code/t16c023.php
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9.91.160

State Is pepper spray legal?
Legal with restrictions. Wisconsin Code Section 941.26 restricts pepper spray
Wisconsin canister size to 20z or less, and limits strength to 10% OC (oleoresin capsicum)
or 1.2% MC. Can not have been convicted of a felony. 18 years or older.
Legal. We have searched the Wyoming penal code and have not found any
Wyoming laws that prohibit individuals from carrying or using pepper spray devices. It is
legal to buy, use, carry, and ship to Wyoming.*

Pepper Spray is legal in all 50 states, however a number of cities and states have pepper spray
laws & restrictions on sizes, strengths, and the way your purchase them, etc.. If you have a
question about pepper spray laws in your jurisdiction, it is wise to check with your local city or
state attorneys office. Pepper sprays should only be purchased by those 18 years of age or older.
The above list may not be totally accurate or complete and Supreme Defense accepts no
responsibility for its accuracy or completeness.

Animal repellent such as MACE Muzzle Dog Spray and Bear Spray are legal to purchase
online and ship in ALL states and is not restricted by any state.

Visit https://www.supremedefense.com/pepper-spray-laws/ for their official research and document



https://supremedefense.com/wisconsin-approved-pepper-spray
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/941/iii/26
https://supremedefense.com/muzzle-canine-repellent-pepper-spray
https://supremedefense.com/mace-bear-spray
https://www.supremedefense.com/pepper-spray-laws/

